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you are to stop criminals 
before they have a chance to 
act.

Once you know who your 
neighbours are, you might 
consider working together 
to set up a Block Watch (or 
encouraging new neighbours 
to engage in your existing 
Block Watch if you already 
have one). If you are interested 
in starting up a Block Watch 
the first step is to identify the 
area for your group. This can 
be a block, a cul-de-sac, an 
apartment floor, a complex, 
etc. Your block can consist of 
as many homes as you find 
manageable and convenient 
for you. 

Second, try to find a few 
neighbours who are willing 
to volunteer as a Captain or 

Co-Captain. The captain or 
co-captains will then need to 
contact the local Community 
Police Office and fill out the 
official application forms. 

Once you have been accepted 
you will be contacted and 
invited to attend one of our 
training sessions which will 
help to provide you with all 
the necessary material and 
information to set up your 
Block Watch group.  You will 
also receive training in home 
and personal safety. 

A successful Block Watch 
depends on neighbours caring 
about each other’s safety. A 
cohesive group that focuses 
on crime prevention will make 
everyone’s neighbourhood 
feel safer. So get that BBQ 
going now!

Organizing a neighbourhood 
BBQ is one of the best 
ways to get to know your 
neighbours.  

Neighbourhood gatherings 
are valuable because they 
provide an opportunity to 
bring everyone together so 
they can meet and get to 
know each other better. The 
better you know the people 
in your street or apartment 
building, the easier it becomes 
to spot someone who is out of 
place, and the more prepared 
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Want to learn more 
about Block Watch?
Contact your local Crime 
Prevention Programs 
Coordinator:

Whalley/City Centre 
Colleen Staresina 
10720 King George Boulevard 
Surrey B.C. V3T 2X3 
604.502.6287

Guildford/Fleetwood 
Marlene Drozda 
10395 148 Street 
Surrey B.C. V3R 6S4 
604.502.6509

Newton 
Leeanne Kelly 
7235 137th Street 
Surrey B.C. V3W 1A4 
604.502.6560

Cloverdale/Port Kells 
Carrie Chattell 
5732 176A Street 
Surrey B.C. V3S 4H2 
604.502.6265

South Surrey 
Pat LeBlanc 
#100 - 1815 152 Street 
Surrey B.C. V4A 9Y9 
604.599.7862

Volunteer Now!

There are numerous opportunities  
available to volunteer at the Surrey 
RCMP Detachment, including: 

•	Auxiliary Constable Program
•	Restorative Justice  
•	Speed Watch
•	Stolen Auto Recovery
•	Volunteer Bike Patrols
•	Family Identification
•	Community events

For more information on how to 
volunteer for one of our many 
crime prevention or community 
policing programs, please visit 
the Detachment web site at 
www.surrey.rcmp.ca or get in 
touch with one of our District 
Offices (see above and page 4 for 
contact details).

Visits to the beach; trips to 
the garden centre; journeys 
to festivals & other summer 
events.  Many times we take 
the car, but, before you leave 
your car in the parking lot 
always have a good look 
inside it to make sure that 
you have not left anything of 
value in sight.  Anything that 
is visible to you is also visible 
to a potential thief.

In Surrey we have a volunteer 
program called Lock Out Auto 
Crime.  Lock Out Auto Crime 
is an educational program 
designed to draw attention 
to the high rate of thefts from 
vehicles. Volunteers audit 
parking lots looking for vehicles 
with valuables or garage door 
openers on display, or with 
windows or doors that are 
open or left unlocked. 

All vehicles are given a crime 
prevention notice (which is 
left on the windshield), either 
thanking them for securing 
their vehicle properly, or 
advising them how they can 
better deter auto theft. Our 
volunteers visit parking lots 
to provide Crime Prevention 
advice to those who have 
potentially made themselves 
targets for thieves.  

Lock Out Auto Crime is just 
one of the many volunteer 
programs that we have 
in Surrey helping to keep 
our city at the forefront of 
Crime Prevention activity in 
BC.  If you too would like to 
get more involved in your 
community by volunteering 
at your local Community 
Police Office, please contact 
us to inquire about volunteer 
opportunities.

Lock Out Auto Crime

Deceive the Thieves
Many of us decide to take a 
trip away from home over 
the summer.  As well as 
remembering to pack the 
sun lotion and the beach 
attire, it is also important 
that we consider how to best 
minimize the opportunities 
for thieves to target our 
property while we are away.

Make sure that you tell a 
trusted neighbour when that 
you will be away. Consider 
asking your neighbour to help 
disguise the fact that you are 
away by putting your garbage 
out on garbage day (or 
maybe putting their garbage 
in front of your house), and 
periodically parking their car 
in your driveway. You may also 
want to consider arranging for 
someone to mow your lawn 
if you are going away for an 
extended period. 

There are other steps you can 
take to make your house look 
like someone is home. Install 
automatic timers for lights, 
radio and TV’s, preferably at 
random intervals. 

Document your valuables 
either by making a list, taking 
pictures, or videotaping them. 
Store important documents 
in a security box at the bank 
or make multiple copies and 
store them at a friend or family 
member’s home. This will help 
you file an insurance claim in 
the event of a lost or stolen 
item. These steps can also be 
useful after a fire, flood, or 
natural disasters. 

Never leave an answering 
machine message indicating 
you are on vacation, or that 
you will return on a specific 
date or time. Instead, simply 

say “you can’t come to the 
phone right now.”

Thieves will often ring the 
doorbell for houses that 
appear to be empty.  They may 
even make a pretext to go to 
the neighbours in an attempt 
to find out if someone really 
is away.  If someone comes to 
your door to ask about one of 
your neighbours, be careful 
not to reveal too much about 
where they are (and how long  
they will be away for) unless 
you are certain that the person 
asking is legitimate. 

If you have any concerns 
about suspicious callers, 
please contact the Surrey 
RCMP non-emergency line at 
604-599-0502. 
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Noise Complaints
Sometimes even the best 
planned BBQ can turn into 
a raucous occasion.  While 
we all like to have fun, 
please be considerate of 
your neighbours. Noise 
is defined by the City of 
Surrey’s Noise Control 
By-law, 1982, No. 7044 as 
any sound in or on a public 
or private place which 
disturbs or tends to disturb 
the rest, enjoyment, 
comfort or convenience 
of any person or persons 
in the neighbourhood or 
vicinity. Such sounds can 
include loud music, animal 

noises (including barking 
dogs), street 

vendors or 
alarms.

If there is a noisy party, 
a on-going car or home 
alarm, or an excessively 
barking dog in your 
neighbourhood and it 
is becoming a concern, 
then you should contact 
the City of Surrey By-
Laws department during 
regular business hours at 
604 591-4370 or contact 
the Surrey RCMP Non 
Emergency line at 604 
599-0502 for after hours 
assistance.

This time of year is a delight 
for gardeners who spend 
time outside carefully 
tending to their flowers 
and plants. This is also 
the time of year when 
break-ins to garden sheds 
increase. Many of us have 
valuable items stored in 
these sheds: lawn mowers, 
power washers, weed eaters, 
generators, other garden 
tools, and bicycles. Garden 
and Hardware stores offer 
a variety of security devices 
to add extra protection to 
expensive tools or other 
outdoor items.

Be cautious when gardening 

or doing other outdoor 
activities. Make sure that you 
do not leave your garage door 
open or your doors unlocked. 
While you are distracted 
by that stubborn weed or 
talking to a neighbour, an 
opportunistic thief may enter 
your home or shed and steal 
whatever is convenient. 

Engrave your property with 
your BC Drivers Licence 
number or your BC ID number. 
This enables the police to 
return your items if they 
are located. Should you be 
an unfortunate victim of a 
shed break-in please call the 
Surrey RCMP non-emergency 

number (604) 599-0502 to 
report the break-in. Our 
intelligence-led policing 
strategy depends on us being 
able to track break-ins and to 
know in what area the thieves 
are active.

This is the perfect time of 
year to take a good look 
at your home and note if 
there are some areas around 
it where the shrubs have 
become overgrown and are 
interfering with the site lines 
to your property. Trim back 
overgrown shrubs to a height 
that will prevent them from 
blocking windows and doors 
and allow your neighbours 
clear view of your home.

Each season brings its 
variety of pleasures and 
challenges. Being more 
aware of the things to 
look out for helps all of 
us to prevent crime in our 
community. If you have 
further questions or concerns 
regarding this or any other 
crime prevention topic, please 
contact your Crime Prevention 
Programs Coordinator.

Keep that Garage Door Closed

Safeguarding Your Children
Examples of “good” strangers 
include police officers, security 
guards, teachers, store clerks, 
etc. 

“Bad” strangers are those 
who make your child feel 
uncomfortable. You should 
teach your child that if 
someone tries to lure or 
physically pull them away 
they should run to the nearest 
home to get help or start 
yelling, “This is not my Mom/
Dad!”.

Summer means a whole lot 
of things to children: playing 
outdoors, ice cream trucks, 
and meeting new friends. 
Make sure you take some 
time to talk to your children 
about Summer Safety and 
how to deal with strangers.

It is important to educate 
your child that not all people 
unknown to them are 
dangerous – they need to 
understand the difference 
between “good” and “bad” 
strangers. 

Encourage your child to do the 
following:

•	Always let you know where 
they are going and when 
they will be home. 

•	Never walk alone; always 
walk with a buddy or a group 
of their friends. 

•	Know safe places to go if they 
need help. 

•	Stay away from cars they 
do not know and not to 
approach a car even if the 
occupant asks for help or 
directions.
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Parks Patrol

During the summer months 
the Surrey RCMP will 
once again be dedicating 
resources to the patrol of 
parks and enforcement of 
park bylaws throughout 
the city. The Surrey RCMP 
typically sees a rise in calls 
for service involving noise 
complaints, mischief, public 
consumption of alcohol, 
and other illegal activities in 
parks. “The warmer weather 
always brings more residents 
to take part in outdoor 
activities of all kind,” says 
Surrey RCMP Sergeant Drew 
Grainger. “While the majority 
of people will abide by the 
City of Surrey’s park by-
laws, there are often a small 
number of individuals who 
do not.” 

In order to promote an 
enjoyable and safe summer 
for residents and visitors 
alike, the Surrey RCMP’s 
Neighborhood Liaison Units, 
City of Surrey bylaws officers, 
and community volunteers 
will take an active part in 

enforcement activities and 
facilitating information and 
prevention sessions to the 
public. Some of these sessions 
involve officers visiting local 
high schools to speak to the 
2012 graduates about alcohol 
and drug abuse and some of 
the bylaw fines associated 
with these activities in parks. 
“We understand that the 
students want to celebrate, 
but as police officers, we just 
want to ensure that they do so 
responsibly and safely,” says 
Grainger.

The Surrey RCMP will also 
be working together with 
the White Rock RCMP and 
the CN Police to patrol the 
railway and beach areas in 
order to prevent hazardous 
and illegal activities such as 
trespassing on the railway, 
public intoxication, underage 
consumption of liquor and 
illegal beach fires. This 
relationship between the 
CN Police and the RCMP 
has proven very effective in 
the past. “We have built a 

strong and positive working 
partnership with the RCMP,” 
says CN Police Constable 
Andrew Spanos. “Whenever 
possible we take part in 
joint initiatives such as 
beach patrols and Operation 
Lifesaver educational 
programs in schools and the 
community. We care about the 
community’s safety and want 
to help young person’s make 
smart choices when it comes 
to grad season and parties.”

Park users are reminded that 
in the City of Surrey parks 
are closed between dusk and 
dawn. Violation of this bylaw 
could result in a $200 fine. 
Violation tickets will also be 
issued for being in possession 
of open liquor or consuming 
liquor in a public place, which 
carries a fine of up to $230. 
Common Parks Regulation 
By-Law Offences and possible 
fines: In the park after dark 
($200), Unlawful fire ($200), 
Unlawful possession of Liquor 
($200), Litter on beach ($200), 
Dog not on leash ($200).

Upcoming Events
Sept 8 - Fleetwood Festival 
Fleetwood Recreation Centre

Sept 15 - Shred-A-Thon 
Semiahmoo Mall 

Sept 15 - Punjabi Seniors’ Forum 
Newton Recreation Centre

Oct 13 - Urdu Seniors’ Forum 
Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre

Oct 27 - English Seniors’ Forum 
Newton

Oct 27 - Halloween Kids Parade 
Cloverdale

Nov 1–7 - Crime Prevention Week

Nov 12–17 - Bullying Awareness Week 

Nov 16–17: Surrey Kids Conference

Nov 17 - Mandarin Seniors’ Forum 
Guildford Recreation Centre

Nov 18–25th - Restorative Justice Week 

Dec 1 - English Seniors’ Forum 
South Surrey Recreation Centre

Contact Us!
The Safe Homes, Safe Communities 
newsletter is produced by the 
Surrey RCMP Detachment. If you 
have any questions or suggestions 
regarding its contents, please call 
us at 604.599.7601.

For more information on crime 
prevention programs and services, 
visit www.surrey.rcmp.ca or 
contact your local  Community 
Policing Office:

District 1: Whalley/City Centre 
Tel: 604.502.6390    
citycenter@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

District 2: Guildford/Fleetwood 
Tel: 604.502.6500   
fleetwood@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

District 3: Newton 
Tel: 604.502.6233    
newton@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

District 4: Cloverdale/Port Kells 
Tel: 604.502.6266    
cloverdale@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

District 5: South Surrey 
Tel: 604.599.7810    
southsurrey@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

www.surrey.ca


